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^1 . (SBU)  This  cable  contains  a request  for  guidance,  para.  5. 

J.2 . (C)  EBO  principal  officer  delivered  Ref  A demarche  to 
Valikhan  Konurbayev,  Head  of  the  MFA  Consular  Department  on 
January  26  (re:  proposed  transfer  of  GTMO  detainee  Abdullah 
Tohtasinovich  Makrubov) . Konurbayev  confirmed  that  his 
department  has  responsibility  within  the  MFA  for  issues 
related  to  detainees.  He  indicated  that  he  would  refer  the 
USG  proposal  regarding  Makrubov  to  Kazakhstani  law 
enforcement  agencies  for  consideration. 

^3.  (C)  Konurbayev  said  that  he  was  also  coordinating  the 

Kazakhstani  response  to  the  Ref  B demarche  regarding  GTMO 
detainee  Yakub  Abahanov.  The  MFA  North  Americas  division  (Ref 
C)  had  forwarded  the  matter  to  him  for  action  after  our 
December  7 demarche.  He  had  referred  the  case  to  law 
enforcement  authorities  for  comment,  but  had  not  yet  received 
their  responses;  he  promised  to  follow  up  and  advise  us  of 
the  response.  Konurbayev  mentioned  that  the  law  enforcement 
representatives  might  want  to  meet  with  U.S.  experts  to 
discuss  the  terms  of  release. 

J.4 . (C)  Konurbayev  added  that  while  no  decision  had  been  made, 
he  could  say  with  certainty  that  any  detainees  who  were 
returned  to  Kazakhstan  would  not  be  persecuted.  The  GOK 
would,  however,  keep  a close  eye  on  them  to  ensure  that  they 
did  not  become  involved  in  future  extremist  activities. 

^5.  (SBU)  Post  requests  guidance  as  to  whether  it  would  be 
possible  to  arrange  a visit  to  Astana  by  Department  or  other 
USG  experts  on  detainee  matters. 
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